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The: capltal cost of 8 CDA mml buses alone with carrying
capac1ty. of oniy 224 passengers was Rs. 9.76 million as

:__"_:compared to Rs 150 mllhon for the NTRC Bus Train

| _' carrymg capac1ty 400 passengers)

“ . '-of 1ts | operatlon was j Rs -0 125  million,
o exjg)enchtt.lre Rs 0. 1 10 mﬂhorz, thus g1vrng a recovery rate

Theea;mngs and expendlture of the Bus Train
fover .the .two years of 1ts operatron was Rs 0 660 million

and Rs 0 976 mrlhon rcspectlvely w1th a recovery rate of

The patronage for Bus Tram was 648 passengers per day

and_'the_ _apaCIty utﬂlzatlon 65% for the first 3 months

1 d 45% for the two yeals of 1ts operatlons




EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Under the Prime Minister’s Development Programme for big
cities, the mass transit was inaugurated on 5th May, 1996,
between Rawalpindi Saddar and Pak. Secretariat Islamabad. The
system is a rail-road mixed mode, consisting of five bogies train
between Mafrir Hasan and Margalla Railway Stations. From the
Margalla Railway Station, eight CDA coasters operate uptb the Pak.
S;cretariat. The basic objective of the service was to reduce traffic
congestion and smoke pollution on Murree road, which is the main
link between the twin cities. |

Earlier NTRC had designed and developed a Bus Train (Prime
mover plus three trailers) using old discarded buses. The Bus Train
was operated between Rawalpindi Saddau; and Pak. Sectt from
January, 1991 till January, 1993. An evaluation has been carried
out by NTRC for the first three months of People’s Train (May'—
July, 1996) vis-a-vis Bus Train. The salient results are as follows:-

a. The earning by the Peoples Train was Rs. 0,179 million

~against the expenditure of Rs. 2,291 million, incurring a
loss of Rs. 2.112 million.

b. The total earning by the eight CDA mini buses was Rs.

0.145 million against the expenditure of Rs. 0.830

i

million, resulting in a loss of Rs. 0.685 million.
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Chapter No. 1

INTRODUCTION

The Committee on Prime Minister's Development Programme

for five big cities in Punjab held its meeting on 31lst March, 1996

to consider the development programme for Rawalpindi and decided to

set up a Working Committee with the Chairman CDA as its Convener

with the following TOR:-

"To study the feasibility of operating train upto
Margalla Station in conjunction with the Babu Train
which already operates between Gujar Khan and Golra
Sharif stations and that this service 1is made
functional by 1st May 1996 (Labour day)".

After -detailed delibefations of the Committee, the

Railways and CDA authorities approved the following programme of

the rail-road service:—

i)

Pakistan Railways would conplete atl the
arrangements. for the train service and after a
trial run on 2.5.96 the train will start operating
from 5.5.96 (Annexure-I}. The train would consist
of 5-7 mini buses capable 0of accommodating 500-700
persons and the Jjourney time between Rawalpindi
Railway Station and Margalla Station I-9 would be

15 minutes.

(1)
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arel -

CDA would run the bus service provided the buses

1i)
available with the National Highway Authority under
the Prime Minister's Transport Scheme are made
available to CDA. At 1least 15 buses would be
required to meet the regquirement.

iii) Thé buses would run on two réutes namely
a. 1-9, Aabpara-Pak Secretariat
b. I-9-G-~9-Pak Secretariat

iv) Islamabad Administration would issue the. route
permits for the proposed bus serﬁice.

) Commuters would be able to utilize the train - bus
service by purchasing a single ticket at a cost of
Rs 6/-. This amount would be split equally between
Pakistan Railways and CDA. Details of weekly,
monthly tickets would also be worked out.

vi) A bus terminué with proper facilities would be
developed near Margalla Railway Station I-9.

OBJECTIVES

The basic objectives of operating the People’'s Train

a)

to improve the vehicular traffic conditions on the

Murree Road;

(2)




to control the growing smoke pollution caused by

the passenger vehicles plying between Rawalpindi

and Islamabad; and

to make use of existing railway line.

(3)




Chapter No. 2

OPERATIONS:

2.1 The People’s Train:

After necessary renovation, Pakistan Railways made its
trial run between Margalla Station and Saddar Railway Station on
4.5.96 (Annexure-II). People’s Train started its regular operation

on 5th May, 1996 between Saddar and Margalla Railway Stations on no

profit no loss basis {Annexure-TIIT).

The Margalla Railway Station which was completed and
operated for the passengers as well as cargo purpose in 1979
remained operative for the passenger service till 1984. Passengep
service remained suspended since then owing to low public response.
However, the cargd service remained intact because of the
industrial units located in I;9,

During the first three months of its operation i.e. from
5th May to 18th August 1996, People’s Train made 6 (six) round
trips per day - between Rawalpindi and Margalla Railway Stations.
Since 18th August, 1996 the number of round trips have been reduced

to 4.

(4)




Table: 1: People’s Train Time Table from 5th May to 18th August,

1996
Departure from Arrival at Departufe from Arrival:
Saddar Margalla Margalla at Saddar

06:30 06:50 07:10 07:30
08:00 08:29 08:45 09:05
09:30 09:50 13:00 13:20
14:00 14:20 15:40 16:00
17:00 17:20 17:40 18:00
21:05 21:25 21:45 22:05

Table: .2: People’s Train Time Table from Saddar to Margalla since
18.8.1996

Marrir Saddar Noor I-10 Margalla

Dep. Arr. = Dep. Arr. - Dep. Arr. - Dep. Arr.

. 8 805 - 810 818 - 819 824 - 825 0830

1130 1135 - 1140 1148 - 1149 1154 - 1155 1200

1400, 1405 - 1410 i418 - 1419 1424 - 1425 1430

1640 1645 - 1650 1658 - 1659 1704 - 1705 1710

Table: 3: People’s Train Time Table From Marga.la to Saddar since
18.8.1996

Margalla I-10 Noor Saddar Marrir

Dep. Arr. - Dep. Arr, - Dep. Arr, — Dep. Arr,

0930 0935 - 0936 0941 - 0942 0950 - 0955 1000

1230 1235 - 1236 1241 - 1242 1250 - 1255 1300

1500 1805 - 1806 1511 - 1512 1820 - 1825 1530

1730 1735 - 1736 1741 ~ 1742 1750 - 1755 1800

The fare of single one way rail road journey is Rs 6/-

while for railway journey between Marir and Margalla Station is Rs

5/- only. Facility of monthly season ticket at the cost of Rs 200

per month per passenger is also available.

minutes.

The journey time between Saddar and Margalla was 20

(5)

The journey time was increased to 30 minutes when the




Train started operation from Marir with the additional stops at I-

10, Noor and Saddar.

The timings of the People’s Train were fixed to
facililtate the passengers in getting train for other destinalions
e.g. for the Rail Car for Lahore in the morning and evening and Tez

Gam to Karachi in the morning,

2.2 . The CDA Mini Buses:

The Capital Development Authority made special
arrangements to take the train passengers onward to other
destinations in Islamabad by providing eight 28-seater Mini Buses.
These Mini Buses conlinue plying between Margalla Railway Station
and Pak Secrelariat facilitating the passengers according to
railway time table through two different routes. Some of the Mini
Buses operate from Margalla Station to Peshawar More, Karachi
Company, PIMS, Blue Area and Pakr Secretariat and vice versa and
other operate from Margalla Station to Secretariat via Peshaﬁar
More Chowk to I&T Centre, Zero Point, Aabpara, Foreign Office, Pak,
Secretariat and vice versa. The Time Table is arranged in such a
way. that 4 mini buses start from Margalla and 4 from Pak.
Secretariat covering both rqutes. Time taken via Aabpara is 20
minutes while via Karachi Company 1is about 25 minutes.

Information obtained regarding Mini_Bus service as
a result of passenger disembarking survey in the last week of May

1996 at the Margalla Railway Station is given below:

(8)




Table: 4: Mini Bus passengers Disembarking Survey at Margalla
(22.5.1996)

S .No. Time Interval No. of Disembarking
minutes passengers
1. 0650
2. 0655 05 2
3. 0700 05 0
4. 0701 01 2
5. 0725 24 0
6. 0730 05 0
7. 0745 15 0
8. 0750 05 0
9. 0815 25 5
10 0835 20 4
i1 G935 GO 0
12 0945 10 0
13. 1225 0
14. 1245 20 13
15. 1246 01 10
16. 1252 06 1
17. - 1330 38 0
18. - 1525 115 10
ie 1530 5 10
20 1535 5 Q
21 1610 35 6
22 1705 55 11
23 1715 10 18
24 1720 5 16
25 1730 10 5
26 1735 5 26
27 1736 1 1
28 1820 26 6
29 1846 19 0
30 1905 40 8
31 1945 40 0
32 2120 35 3
33 2145 25 6

Thus on a typical working day only 172 passengersAuse

the CDA mini buses for arriving at the Margalla Railway Station.

(N




23 Reasons For Less Response From Passengers:

Rawalpindi Railway Station 1is situated in a rather
commercial place. People who travel to Islamabad are mostly
employees of the Pak. Secretariat and other Government and Non-
Gove;nment organisations. Commuter traffic is mostly generated from
the low-cost housing sectors generally located outside the old city
of Rawalpindi. In order to catch the train they need a transport
mode for railway‘station which means extra money and loss of timé
and also they are required to wait for train's departure time. By
the very nature of passengers they dé not like waiting but prefer
travelling in a fast moving mode as in the case of road based
public transport system. Another problem is that most of the people
do not know train timings and they are not ready to take risk of
going to the railway station and then coming back to thé wagon

stop.

2.3.1 Operational Problems

A survey was conducted at the Margalla Railway Station,
Islamabad on 22.5.1996 from 06:30 hours to 22:00 hours. In this’

Survey the actually observed train arrival timings are detailed

below:
Trips Time Interval Remarks
1 06:00 ' Right time
2. 08:30 1 hour 4¢ minutes Late by 10 minutes
3. 10:05 1 " 35 " Late by 15 "
4 14:18 4 " 190 " Advance by 5 "
5 17:20 3 " 5 " Right time
6 21:25 4 n 5 " Right time

(8)




The passengers reported lack of coordination between
Railways and CDA in vhat the CDA Mini Buses often arrived late at
Margalla Raillway ‘Station after the departure of the train:
Sométimes the technical problems caused delay during the railway.
journey like power failure (i.e. engine failure) and the passengers
had to wailt until the fault was repalred as the passengers do not
have any alternative transport system (Annexure—1IV} for the railway
part of tbp journey. This can also be a cause of low passenger
response.'

The minimum inkterval between two consecutive trips is 1
hbur and 35 minutes‘and_the maximum is 4 hour and 10 minutes. For
rail route which is isolated from the-road service, the huge gaps
cause uncertainty to the passengers. Theyrare not sure of catching
the train at the station. In the case of a.passenger missing -the
train he loses 20 to 25 minutes to get back to the bus stop and in
finding a seat in a wagon. Ideally during peak period, the interval
should not be more than 15 minutes, i.e. there should be at least 4
train arrivals at Margalla Railway Station bhetween 7.00 a.m. and
8.00 a.m. and 4 departures between 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. whereas at
present there is oniy one arrival between 7 a.m. and 12 noon. and
one departure between 4p.m. to ép.m. at Margalla Railway Station.

Since 18th August, 1996 pakistan Railways have mnade
arrangenents for extending People’s Train service upto Marrir Hasan
by taking the train reverse from Saddar Railway Station to Marrir

and making 5 minutes stop at Marrir. This mini-railway gstation does

(9)




not seem to be feasible as it is again far from the Marrir Bus
Stand. Out of thirty passengers interviewed at the Marrir Bus Stop
about the People’s Train timings at Marrir Railway Station, no one
xnew about the train's timings. It may be mentioned that the "NTRC
Bus Train" operated very successfully on Murree road because of its
accurate timings. Passengers who walted for it got the Bus Train at
the right time, and if due to some reason, it was late by more than
10 minut%s, although rarely, almost 80 percent of the regular Bus

Train passengers used to catch wagons for their journey.

2.3.2 Increased Traffic Blockade at Level Crossing Khayaban-e-Sir Syed

By virtue of the People’s Train cperations hetween
Rawalpindi and Islamabad, the level crossing gate has to be closed
for a total number of 32 times a day including the existing 20
times because of main line. A survey was conducted on 02.06.1996
from 0630 to 2230 hours at the level crossing Khayaban-i-Sir Syedf
The survey basically focused on the queue lengths in terms of
vehicles and length of road section occupied. Big queues of
vehicles have been observed with some vehicles occupying the
opposite lane which results in traffic Jjams. A maximum of 245
vehicles were counted in the largest gqueue which occupied a road
length of about 1800 feet. The maximum queue clearance time has
been observed as 22 minutes and the gates glosing upto 23 minutes
during the 16 hours survey period (i.e. frém 0630 té 2230 hours) .

This means a vehicle lost a minimum of 23 minutes at the level

(10}




creossing. IL could be a nightmarish for the Gatekeeper if another
train arrived before the complete clearance of queue as the headﬁay
between the motor vehicles is so small that it is almost impossible
to close the gate. The total time involved in gate closure was
noted as 3 hours and 15 minutes, which exclude the time lost during
queue clearance.

The detaiied results of the survey conducted may bhe seen

in Annexure-V.

(11)




Chapter No. 3

THE FINANCIAL ANALYSIS

3.1 The People’s Train

In the first quarter of its operations, the People’s
Train made six round trips per day between Rawalpindi and Margalla
Railway Stations. Since 18th August, 1996°. Pakistan Railways have
made some changes in the Time Table. Number of stations and round
trips have also been changed. Previously there were three stations
namely Saddar, Noor and Margalla and 6 round trips but’ since
18.8.1996 there are 5 stations with Marrir Hasan and I-10 as the
two additional stations. The number of trips have been reduced from
6 Lo 4 round trips. |

Table: 5: People’s Train COST SHEET for the months of May,June
and July, 1996

No. of EBarnings Expenditure
Period Passengers {Rs} (Rs)
May, 1996 10,529 57,981 703,080
June, 1996 10, 586 ‘ 58,043 781,200
July, 1996 11,339 63,399 807,240
Total 32,456 179,423 2,291,520

Railways is charging two fares i.e. Rs 6 Tfor
complete Jjourney (including journey by Mini Bus) and Rs 5 for
journey in between the Ltwo stations. Although no data has been

received from Railways aflter the changes in the number of trips per

(12)




day but the Railways authority have indicated that there has been
no improvement either in traffic or revenue earnings by making
additional train stops.

Cost sheets of People’s Train for the months of May,
June and July have been received from the Pakistan Railways which
show total earning of Rs 179,423 (Rs 2039/day) and passengers
carried are 32,456 (369 passenger/day) . Expenditure has been Rs
2.29 m}llion, (Rg 26040/day). The cumulative loss has Dbeen Rs
2,112,097/-. Such losses have also been reported in the newspapers
as well (Annexure—-VI).

People’s Train have carried 369 ;passengers/day. If wé
4compare this +train with a single PRTC Bus which is carrying 49y
passengérs/day with daily average running expenditure of Rs 1300
and an average earning of Rs 1100 as per (information obtained from
PRTC urban Islamabad). The People’s Train incurs Rs 71 for carrying
a passenger from Rawalpindi to Margalla Railway Station, whereas
?RTé is spending Rs 2.65 for a similar Jjourney. The People’s Train
is providing a subsidy of Rs 711,942 i.e. 1177% per month for this

operation.

3.2 The CDA Mini Buses

The survey results and cost sheets for the months of
May, June and July' of the CDA Mini Bué operation show that only 4¢
passengers have been carried per day by a Mini Bus. These ten Mini
Buses engaged by the CDA were purchased at a cost of Rs 12.2

million by the Authority for the transportation of the cricket

(13)




ﬁlayers during the recent World Cup Cricket tournament. The total
cost of 8 Mini Buses is Rs 9.76 million (i.e. Rs 1.22 million per
mini bus). During the months of May, June and July, 1996, the total
operating expenditure was Rs 830,028 whereas the total earning was
Rs 145,335 which gives an operating loss of R57684,693. The per day
expenditure per coach is Ré 1179/~ whereas per day income per coach
is Rs 206/-. Thus the monthly shortfall ié Rs 29,190 per Mini Bus.
The detailed cost sheet may be seen in Table:-

Table 6: COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF EARNINGS OF CDA MINI BUSES,
W.E.F. 5TH MAY TO 31ST JULY, 19896

(Rupees)

5.No. Degcription May June July Total

1. Salary of Trans- | 6504/- | 6504/~ 6504/~ 19512/~
port Cfficer

2. Drivers Salary 22283/~ 22283/~ 19916 64483/~

3. Conductors 15408 15408 13482 44298
salary

4, Conductors 11200 11200 9800 32200/~
Overtime ‘ A

5. Driver Overtime 8928 8892 b 7452 25272/~

6. Salary of 2849 2849 2849 8547/-
Booking Clerk

7. Fuel 43513 43613 51760 138886/~

8. Service 8087 9939 26509 44535/~

9. Repair 5% of 50255 50255 50255 -150765/-
Capital Cost per
annum

10. Depreciation @ 100510 100510 100510 301530/~
10% . : .

11, Total 830028/~
Expenditure

12. Total Income 43095 49512 52728 145,335/~

13, Profit - - - -

14, Loss 684,693/

(14)




3.3 Comparison;
Comparison of People’s Train / CDA mini buses vis-a-vis
NTRC Bus Train and wagons operating in Rawalpindi / Islamabad have

been described in the following section.

3.3.1 People’s Train/CDA Mini Buses vis-a-vis NTRC Bus Train

Farlier NTRC had designed and developed a Bus Train
(Prime mover plus three trailers) using old discarded buses. The
Bus Train -was operated between Rawalpindi Saddar and Pak. sectt
from January, 1991.‘till January, 1993. An evaluation has been
carried out by NTRC for the first three monthé of People’s Train /

CDA Mini Buses {May - July) vis-a-vis NTRC Bus Train.

Table 7 Comparison of Operational Stastics
Systerm NTRC Bus People’s Train 8 CDA
Train Mini Buses
Passenger carried 93, 615 32,456 32,296
Capacity Utilisation 65% 6% 40%
Total income (Rs) 125,285 179,423 145,335
Total expend. (Rs) 112, 38% 2,291,520 830,028
Profit {Rs) 12,904 ' Nil Nil
Loss (Rs) Nil 2,112,097 684,693
Recovery Rate 114% 8% 18%

The earning by the People’s Train waé Rs 0.17% million
against the expenditure of Rs 2.291 million, incurring a loss of Rs
2.112 million. The total earning by the eight CDA minl buses was Rs
0.145 million against the expenditure of Rs 0.830 millicn,
resulting in a loss of Rs 0.685 miliion. The reccovery rate was 8%
for train and 18% for the mini buses as against the normal range of

33% for train and 50% for buses. The patronage i.e. no. of

(15)




passengers per day was 369 for train and 359 for CDPA mini buses,
giving a capacity utilization of 6% for train and 40% for CDA Mini
Buses. Similar results have been reported in thé newspapers
(Annexure-VII). In contrast the earning of the Bus Train? for the
first 3 months of its operation was Rs 0.125 millioq, expenditure
Rz 0.112 million, thus giving a recovery rate of 114%. The earning
and expenditure of the Bus Train over the two years of its
operation was Rs 0.660 million and Rs 0.976 million respectively
with a recovery rate of 68%. The patronage for Bus Train was 648
passengers per day and the capacity utilization 65% for the first 3

months and 45% for the two years of its operations.

3.3.2 People’s Train/CDA Mini Buses vis-a-vis Wagons

The comparative position of People’s Train / CDA mini

buses vis-a-vis wagon operating between Rawalpindi / Islamabad is

as under:
People’s Train Wagon
1. Fare
Fare from Saddar to Pak. Sectt. The fare between Saddar
is Rs 6. and Pak. Sectt. is Rs 6.
2. Journey Time
Journey time from Marrir Hasan Journey time during peak
to Secretariat is 1 hour. hour is 50 minutes to one

hour and during off peak
it is more than one hour
as the waiting time on
the stops increases,

(16)




people’s Traib

Seating Capacity

Passengers travel with ease
and comfort as far as seating
is concerned.

Break Down Service

Passengers have no alternative
service if train faills

on its way.

Flexibility

Passengers have no flexibility
of embarking/disembarking where
ever they like.

Compensation in Case of Failure
Fare is not returned in the
case of failure of train.

Departure and Waiting Time
Passenger have'to wait [Lor
train's departure time.

peak & Off Peak Journey Time
Train journey time is fixed i.e.
30 minutes and CDA Mini Bus

take 25 minute, 5 minute 1s lost
during shifting from train to
Mini Bus.

Environment

Train journey is free of nolse
and pollution.

(17)

rassengers feel discomfort
45 far as sealting is conc-
erned. More passengers are
carried than capacity,
come standing by bending
at their knee all along
the journey. At front seat
three female passengers
are carried whereas
seating capacity is for
two.

In case of wagon failure
the alternative is
available without loosing
much, time.

Passenhgers have flexi-
bility of embarking/dis—
embarking at any place
of their choice.

Fare for remaining
journey is returned to
the passengers

Wagon departs as S00n as
it is filled up with
passengers

No fixed timings for Wag-
ons.Wagon takes less time
during peak hours as it
does not need to wait
long for passengers

Wagon Jjourney iz tense,
noisy and have iot of
pollution. Rash driving
and improper behavior
with passengers espe-
cially with the female
passengers are the other
problens.




carried

Chapter No. 4

FINDINGS

The preliminary evaluabion of People’s Train has been

out for the first three months of its operation (May-July,

51996) vis-a-vis NTRC Bus Train designed and developed by the NTRC

?as a low cost mass Fransit facility. The salient results are as

' follows:

a)

b)

e)

The earning by the preople’s Train was Rs 0.179 million
against the expenditure of Rs 2 291 million, incurring
a2 loss of Rs 2.112 million.

The total earning by the eilght CDA mini buses was Rs
0.145 million against the expenditure of Rs 0.830
million, resulting in a l1oss of Rs 0.685 million.

The recovery rate was g% for train and 18% for the
mini huses as agaihst the normal range off 33% for
train and 50% for buses. |

The patronage 1.e. nO. of passengers per day was 309
for train and 359 for CpA mini buses, giving. a
capacity utilization of 6% for train and 40% for CDA
Mini Bus.

In contrast the earning of.the Bus Train for the first
3 months of 1ts operation was RS 0.1725 million,

expenditure Rs 0.112 million, thus giving a recovery

rate of 114%. The earning and expenditure of the Bus

(18)




)

Train over the two years of its operation was Rs 0.660
million and RS 0.976 million respectively with a
recovery rate of 68%.

The patronage for Bus Train was 648 passengers per day
and the capacity ubilization 65% for the first 3

months and 45% for the two years of 1its operations.

(19)
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Mirani opens Pindi, Islamabad

‘train service today

MAQBOOL MALIK

RAWALPINDI, May 4: The
government is all set to revive
hassenger train service between
awalpindi and Isfamabad on
Sunday with a view to lessening
the increasing traffic load on the

- main Murree road and mjinimise-

ing the hazards ol smoke e_plittcd
by the passenger vehicles plying
between the twin cities.

[Defence  Minister, Aftab
Shaban Mirani will inaugurate the
train scrvice at raibway station on
Sunday moriing when the first
train along with five boggies will
leave for Islamabad Margatla sta-
tion, FI-9.

The Pakistan Ratlways will bear ‘

the cost on no-profit-no-losshases
and the train plying between the
twin  cities wih take six trips
everyday.

The Capital Development
Authority (CDA) has nmcﬁe spee
cial arvangements to take the train
passengers onward to other des-
tinations by eniploying as many
45 ten 28-scater "ROSA™ coasters
from Mitsubeshi of Japan, These
coasters will continoe plying be-
tween Margalla railway station
and Pak Secretariat facilitating the
passengers from 6 am to 11 am.

Tliese coasters engaged by the
CDA were purchased by the
authority for the transportation of
the cricket players during the re-
cent world cup,

They will ply on two different
routes, said the CDA transport
officer while talking to The Mus-
un on Satordav. Hle said these
coasters will operate from the
Margatla railway station to Pak
Secretariat and vice versa ontwo
different routes created by the
authority, Some of the coasters
will operate from the Margalla
station to Peshawar Mor, Karachi
Contpany, PIMS, Blue Area and
Secretariat and vice versa and
otherd will operate from the Mar-
palla statlon 1o Secretariat via
Peshawar Mot chowcek to Zero
Polnt, Aabpara, Foreign Office
and vice versa.

These coasters the CDA trans-

Final touches being given to Margalla station track, which will host Awami Express, start-
ing today. —Photo Contributed

port oftficer said will remain on @
the roads since 6 am 6l 11,15 pin.
It may be méntioned that the
Margalla railway station which
was completed and operated for
the passangers as well as cargo
purpose in 1979 remained opera-
tive far tlie passenger service till
1984, Passanger service remained
suspended since then owing to,
likewarm public response.
However, the cargo service re-
mained intact because of the in-{
dustrial units located in H-9.
The Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto taking personal interest in
improving tEc vehicudar traflic
conditions on the Murree Road
and to controlling the growing
smoke pollution caused by the
passenger  vehicles I}uiying be-
tween Rawalpindi and [slunabad,
directed the raihway authorities
and the Capital Development,
Authority to niake use of the.
Margalla railway station and
make it operative by reviving pas-.
senger thain service for the resi-
desits of the twin citics, !

(22)

The Muslim has also learnt { 6.55 am. Similarly the CDA
veliably that Prime Ministers coaster lilting the passengers for

direeted both the autheritics to;
extend railway service upto Pak |
Secretariat as early as possible,

According to Abdul Ahmed
Razi, Divisional Commercial
Officer of Pakistan Railways,
Rawalpindi, a passenger intending
to travel from Rawalpindi railway
station to Pak-Secretatiat and vice'
versa will be charged Rs 6. This
amount also include CDA’s
coaster charges. Facility of
monthty season tickets at the cost
of Rs 200 per month per pas-
senger will also be available. He
said the train to be operated on
the route between Istamabad and
Rawalpindi will have a capacity of
carrying S500-700 passengers per
trip.

According to the schedule, he
sad first train will leave Rawal-
pindi for Islimabad at 6.10 an and
passengers will be lilted by the
CDA's coasters from Margalla
station and reach Secrctariat at

e a

e

Margalla station will reach there
in order to take the train which
would reach Rawalpindi station at
7.200am, In between the train will
take five trips per day with last
departure from Rawalpindi’ at
9.30 pm and would again return
from the Margalla station to
Rawalpindi station at 10.35 pm.
The train will take 20 minwtes to
reach Islamabad Margalla station
from Rawalpindi and vice versa
with a !)ric[l stop over at Noor
railway station.

=
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Awami Train Service inangurated
,. Rail track to be extended to
Pak Sectt, Quaid-i-Azam Varsity

Defence Minister Aftab Shaliban Mirani inaugurating the Awami Train at Rawalpindi Rail-

way station on Sunday.—Staff Photo

MAQBOOL MALIK

RAWALPINIA, May 5: Delence
Minister, Aftab Shaban Mirani
bas said the existing eail twack
upte Mavpalla station i ls-
Leabiad will soon be expended o
Pak  Sceretariat and  Queaid-i-
Az University so as (o provide
maximum Getlities o the coim-
muters  of Rawalpindi and
Eshananed.

Addressing the inaugural
ceremony of Awami Train Serv-
ice between Islatsabad and
awalpindi licre on Sunday
norning, M Mirani said the teain
service is part of Rawalpindi De-
velopitent Package. He pointed
out that Prime Minister Benazir
Blhizto has allocated an amount
ol Rs 600 crore for the develop-
ment of Rawalpindi and wellare
of the local residents.

Awand train was an ample
praof ol the interest of the Prime
Minister which she has for the
welfire and swvell being of e
down trodden, tie Minister said.
The train will earey around 700
|1:t‘;s(‘r|gurs moatip apro Margal-
arailway station Mrom whiere the

oasters organised by CHA will
iaick up the passenpers fov their

onward destinations. Margallalt
stdion was constructed on the
special directives of late prime
minister Zulfigar Al Bhato sod
also maugurated by him, e said.

Mr Mirai said besides Rawal-
indi, Prime Minister's Packages
Imvc alse been implemented in
ather big cities of the conntry to
better the living seandard of e
tiasses. Mass Transit Schemes in
Karachi would be completed in
1998, A Lridge is being construct-
cd at Clifton while a number of
link roads have also been con-
structed to interlink the main
arcas, e said.

Aninternational airport would
be established soon in Lahore to
facilitate the people, he added.

He said the Pakistan People's
Party has its decp roots in the
poor masses for whomn the
government is establishing vari-
ous schemes. He hoped, PP
waould again conte to power with
a thumiping majority doring (he
next election.

The defernice minister also
traveled in Awami train from
Rawalpindi to Idamabad,

Larlier, Chairrian CDA, Zaftar
tghal said the teain would Liclp
reduce traftic load at Murrce

Vﬁﬂhw

.,v;w:h."

o

BRI -

road. The meaace ol pollution
which has wade the lives of the
prople miserable would be fes-

seacd {ollowing ihe decrease of

the rush on Murree rowd, he siid,

Majarity ol preople based in
Seddar and its suburhs will reach
the Capital without  going
throwgh the congrested and heay -
il loaded Matree roud, he sadd,

The coasters swill e available o
the passengers on arvival at Map-
gathals railway station which will
carry them to Pak Sceretatiat froe
ab cost via Karachi Comgrany aned
Aabpary, he said,

] {w Care frony Rawalpindi o Is-
Tnabiacd is By 602 (e side) while
the passengers would travef from
Margallah railway station onwaind
free of cost, in CDA coaches, he
added, The seasonal fjicket for a
month will he available for Rs
2004, he safd.

In afl, fifteen coaches were
provided by CHA o Bacilicate the
passenpers, he said.

Tihings of the Awami toain
have been Tixed 1o favilitare (he
passenpers e pelting trains Tor
aother destivations from Rawad-
pindi rathway station specialiy 1ail-
car for Lahore in moriing even-
ing amd Tez Gam to Karachi.

(22}
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QUEUE [ ENGTH AND GATE CLOSURE TIME SURVEY AT LEVEL CROSSING

KHYABAN-E-SIR SYED DATED 2ND JUNE, 1996.
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ANNEXURE-V
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in 1 ool Moethankes

8 A -

[ . .
A00 Khyaban-e-Sir Syed is
260 a two lane single

calriage way. But when
] il
H00 the level crossing gate
B0 is closed, vehicles make
e up to four queues on
-3 . O]
each side. This causes
A50 a serious cangestion
A0 and resultsydelays in
traffic clearance.
S00
N1
G
ALD
00
AR}
i
A0
B0
00
A6
450
re450)
A0
10
L)

J1EHy
14
700
H)

100
ahn

Lo
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" (DA, PR to evaluate

-z

performance of People’s Traln

By Wasir igkal

IBLAMABAD: Officials of the Capi-
tal Developmend. Authority (GDA)Y
and Pakistan Railways (IM7) are ox-
pected to meel in a few days 1o as-
cerlnin e perfurmance of People’s
Trabn Project, which was started last
montl. :
Though oue” month s noL
enough to arrive al any conelusions,
hul the ruthorities are expec led to
discuss mnma[we ideas Lu improve
the services to altract more. aliel
«1NOLE PASSCRfOTS.

The PIL has nol warked oul !iowl

maclt losses il has sulfered since”
the project starled, bul the uneasi-
ness is evideit, Acundm&, Lo 4 re-
pott, Lhe (lep.tttmvnt is [acing an
approxhmate daily loss of Rs 16,000
though Lhe projecl vens slar LL(T oh
o prolil-—no loss basls.

According to a survey 1,266
pussengers bravelled from this tratn
lrom May 5 to May 27 white it sold
tickets worlh Rs 16,000 i the spne
period. Ironically il was observed
that there is more rush on Fridays

and Satirdays as fudlies enjoy the

train service on holidays.
CThe PR seems rendy ta el the
private sector use (e calkway Lracks
-hy laking over the whole project.
Any private company willing 1o vei-
lure in this project will be wel-
comed by the PR al{er sor'funb i
- assorancee thal the now party hos lo
fake the respongibilily of providing
the same facilities of coaster ser-
cviees to the [m';j"m‘t rs lwmy done
by the CDA.
The meeling is Als.u expected Lo

bring chages In Lhe present se hed-
ule as Lhe existing thuings are wt
feasible and most of the time eqr
cilly i the snorning, all Llw tive Q
gies ranain emply:

The PR has wlzo tried Lo coiucide:
e Limings of the arvivads and de- I
partures of olher lralng with the™
People's Teain, This will help the
[rassengers Lo go d:reflly Lo Isbim-
abad or catch any train lrom the
rallway station.

The train  journcy  from
Rawalpmdl Lo Jslamabad no doubt
'Is more comforlable, consuimes less
ime and above all 1L prolecis the
“passengers [rom nerve shattering
honking and Leaffic Jams, stif] it
Iniled (o altract regular commuters.
Malnly hecause the terminus, situ-
ated al Lthe railway statlon is not,
conviiienl for every passtngter. )

l(c'epmg in Lhe view the coln:
muters' incouvenience, the FPR- i‘5
also working on a proposal o ox-
tend the journey under a ;Jhﬂsr.'.d
progrimme from Murrcer Hasstn
chowk instead of railway statjon
within this month, &

The 'It is seeking 2 similar as-
sistance from the board like the
CDA did by providing the consters.
ad the Margalla Staiion. 1F the peo- |
Jecl gets the green signal it will in-
crease the journey time Lo 30 min-
tles. .

Farlien e train takes 20 min:.
ales fmm vaiiway slation Lo Mgr-

galla station, Edamabad. From Mar-
g't]n Len (Ud*-l"l*. purchased hy 1he
GDA during the World Cuye, |-1r"t:>
and deaps the pas ssengers o secre-
il willoul any exfra cosl,

(27)




